










TIME TO CLIMB!

Time to Climb Records Set by the B-1B Bomber
From: Page E-9 of RI Fact Book NA-95-1210, Ch 5, 20 Jul 95

Facts:

On 28 & 29 Feb 1992 three U.S. Air Force crews, consisting of three crew members each, from the 319th
BMW of the Air Combat Command at Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota, flew two B-1B strategic bombers
into the record books - shattering eight world time to climb records and setting three others that had never
been attempted.  A fourth new record was set on 18 March 1992.

Time to climb records are the time it takes an aircraft to take off (brake release) and climb to a set altitude.
The B-1B competed in three different weight classes determined by total aircraft weight:

Class C-1.0 (176,368 - 200,460 lbs)
Class C-1.P (220,460 - 330,690 lbs)
Class C-1Q (330,690 - 440,920 lbs)

Several of the records were set in 1988 by a U.S. Air Force KC-135R with the eight existing record set by
a DC-10-30.

The B-1B flight was certified by the National Aeronautic Association (NAA) which is the official
sanctioning group for aviation record attempts in the U.S.  NAA represents the Federation Aeronautique
Internationale (FAI) within the U.S.  The FAI is based in Paris.



Data:

- Records broken - 8
The records broken are in minutes and seconds:
(old records in parentheses)

Class C-1.0 Class C-1.P
3000m/9843 Ft 1:13 (2:12) 1:19 (2:48)
6000 m/19686 Ft 1:42 (3:46) 1:55 (3:39)
9000 m/29529 Ft 2:11 (5:40) 2:23 (7:14)
12000 m/39372 Ft 5:02 (7:49) 6:09 (10:15)

- New records established - 4

Class C-1.Q
3000m/9843 Ft 2:00
6000 m/19686 Ft 2:39
9000 m/29529 Ft 3:48
12000 m/39372 Ft 9:42


